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“International Interests and Their Impact on Development”
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Khadija Ahmed Al-Bouhliqah

Abstract:

The political economy of the Gulf states represents a distinct model, shaped by political particularities and the abundance of
rent-based revenues. An examination of the experiences of three Gulf countries (Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and the United Arab
Emirates) reveals that development plans are not merely economic in nature; rather, they go beyond that to form an integral
part of state governance aimed at ensuring political security and enhancing harmony among decision-making centers. From
this perspective, national development visions in these countries have evolved into strategic tools used to manage economic,
social, and political orientations, while guiding major projects to achieve the objectives of both leadership and society.

Political interests are not considered an obstacle, but rather a starting point for a distinct development path. In many cases,
they serve as an organizing framework that drives the decision-making process and defines the boundaries of government
intervention, thereby influencing the nature of developmental trajectories in each state. As states seek to achieve their
development goals, they are often required to balance the economic requirements of development with the needs of political
stability. This balance reflects the interdependence and harmony between development objectives and state interests.

The first section of this chapter aims to analyze the concept of political interests and their significance in the decision-making
process by highlighting their role in shaping domestic public policies. It examines how political interests have influenced the
formulation of the state’s strategic orientations, whether in economic policies, major development projects, or even
international relations. This study seeks to provide a deeper explanation and clearer understanding of the role political
interests play in interpreting and directing development, particularly given the distinctive characteristics of the Gulf region.
It is difficult to overlook the intersection between political interests and developmental ambitions in the Gulf context. While
these states pursue growth and development, they simultaneously seek stability and the strengthening of their regional and
international standing.

Keywords: Qatar — Kingdom of Saudi Arabia — United Arab Emirates — Economy — Politics — Soft Power — Foreign Policy
— Development.
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